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PERSEPHONE by WENDY RULE

1) THE HARVEST  (Demeter)

PLOT POINT: Demeter states her presence as generous Goddess of the Harvest. She 
references her daughter - simply known at this stage of the narrative by the title 
‘Kore” (daughter / maiden). This correlates with Kore’s ‘Flowers’ song - a description of the the 
eternal present as it always has been for each of them. 

Ripe grain rise Golden
Sun on my body,golden my hair
Resplendent the bounty I share
Sweet bloom,bright meadow
Dances my daughter, never a care
Forever with flowers in her hair
A field of poppies and of wheat
My feet all dressed in scarlet petals kiss the land
My hands - with sheathes of barley and of corn
Adorn the Earth in beauty, wondrous to behold
And gold the Harvest. 

2) OH GOLDEN GRAIN (Chorus) 

PLOT POINT: The chorus locates us in an Autumnal field of grain in Greece, and introduces us 
to the Goddess Demeter. Imagine a group of women, singing together in a field as they collect 
the grain, and praising their beloved Goddess. 

Oh golden grain, Oh golden Mother 
Generous your reign, Generous your fields of corn 
Here at your feet we lay abundant fruit and golden wheat
And scent your hair with oils sweet

3) THE WHEEL WILL TURN (Hecate) 

PLOT POINT: Hecate begins to shake things up, bringing a suggestion of change into Kore’s 
changeless landscape (which has been hinted at in Demeter’s preceding song - `sweet bloom 
bright meadow` etc). Hecate is laying a hint of what is to follow. She’s stirring the cauldron. 
Hecate is the wise woman / Goddess who knows all, and is aware that all of life must honor 
Nature’s cycle of change.

(Chanted in Greek)                        (Whispered in English)
ο τροχός θα γυρίσει.                        The wheel will turn

4) FLOWERS (Kore) 
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PLOT POINT: We meet Kore in the meadow with her maiden friends. She is oblivious to danger, 
though she is sensing that something has changed. Toward the end of the song a sense of 
menace enters, then the chaotic percussive experience of her abduction. 

Of this I am certain,this is not the same as it once was 
Of this I am certain,this is not the same as it once was 
Still the sun shines on the fields, On the flowers, beautiful flowers
Still the sun shines and it feels so lovely
Scented is the meadow, petals that are fragrant with wonder 
I could dance forever,lost within this spell I am under 
Oh the field is calling my name.Can you hear it, oh can you hear it?
Oh the earth is calling my name: Kore Kore Kore   (Faint Chorus harmonies under main 
vox) 

Of this I am certain,never was a flower so lovely 
Of this I am certain,never was a flower so lovely 
Oh, the scent is dizzy as light. Oh the Flower, Beautiful flower
Hear it call me into the night: Kore Kore (echoed by CHORUS ... Kore Kore Kore etc)
(Cathartic percussion leading to Hecate’s next chant) 

5) THANATOS (Hecate) 

PLOT POINT: Persephone is abducted into the Underworld. Hecate chants 
‘Thanatos” (translation - Death), indicating the end of this phase of Kore’s life and suggesting 
the presence of Hades, God of the Underworld. 

 θάνατος, θάνατος, θάνατος, (Thanatos Thanatos Thanatos ) 

6) THE PANIC (Chorus and Demeter) 

PLOT POINT: The chorus discovers that Kore is missing and conveys the information to 
Demeter. Demeter is at first confused, not knowing what all the fuss is about, but slowly the 
realization dawns that her daughter is missing, and she begins to freak out. 

CHORUS:     Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her? 
                      Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her?             
            Just for a moment, talking between us, turned back and she was GONE 
GONE GONE GONE 
                   
DEMETER:   What’s this? Tell me! Whispers, wailings, faces fearful, frightened
                      What’s this? Tell me! Why your frozen eyes are filled with secrets

What is it you’re hiding from me? 

CHORUS   Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her? Why can’t we find her?
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DEMETER:   What’s this? Tell me! Kore? Where is she? Maid as pure as moonlight
             Kore! Hear me! Someone help me! Tell me you have seen her
                      In the bright meadow dancing. Fields of lilies and roses

    Maid as pure as moonlight, where have you gone?

7) UNDERWORLD (Chorus) 

PLOT POINT: The Chorus make it clear that we have entered the Underworld, and that this is a 
sacred place of transformation. 

Here within the land of shadow,Here within the palace of bone
Here the darkness rearranges, Here the crucible of changes

8) DARK SHADOW (Kore) 

PLOT POINT: Persephone finds herself, confused, in the Underworld - in shock, not knowing 
where she is and what has happened. By the end of the song, though, her confusion and fear 
have begun evolving into curiosity. Her survival instincts have kicked in. She moves beyond the 
state of victim and begins to become aware of her own power. 

What is this? Where am I? Who’s stolen the sun from the sky?
Eyes are blind, hollow sound,Strange echo of underground
Beating heart, all alone,Lost fingers on weeping stone
Cold the air, damp the ground,What is it that pulls me down? 
What is this? Where am I? Who’s stolen the sun from the sky?
I recall half erased, strange visions of other days
Sweetest flower, meadow bright, Maiden dance, Golden Light         
Distant dream, far away,Strange echo of yesterday
What was it? Where was I? So bright was the golden sky 
       (CHORUS: distant echo of ‘Oh Golden Grain`)
Deeper now, underground,what is it that calls me down?
Eyes awake, find the way,Brighter night, Darker day  
I recall someone cried. Was it me? Dark shadow
Distant light, memory,Dark Shadow that swallowed me

9) POMEGRANATE (Hecate)

PLOT POINT: Hecate invokes the energy of the pomegranate - blood red fruit ripe with the 
seeds of potential. She brings in a sense of purpose, of Nature, of ritual. In a way, Hecate is 
validating Kore / Persephone’s choice to eat the seeds that Hades offers her. This is all part of 
Nature’s process. 

(Hecate chants in Greek): (Whispers in English)
Ρόδι (Translation: Pomegranate) Out of the fruit the seed
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Από καρπό ,Ο σπόρος Out of the seed the flower
Από σπόρο, Ο ανθός Out of the flower the fruit
Από ανθό, Καρπός Holding the seed

10) HADES

PLOT POINT: We meet the God of the Underworld via a dark, seductive, processional trance 
soundscape created by Timothy Van Diest. The suggestion is that it is here that Hades offers 
Kore the Pomegranate seeds that will transform her into Persephone, Queen of the Underworld

11) RUBY SEED (Kore / Persephone) 

PLOT POINT: Persephone is moving into consciousness -  eating the seed. In this song she 
gains her name. Moves through confusion and panic to acceptance. Up until now, we have seen 
Persephone / Kore  and Demeter paralleled. Eg, both doing their normal thing, then both 
experiencing the panic of loss. Now we see their experiences diverging. Persephone moves into 
actually enjoying the experience and finding her power, while Demeter, in Hollow, (which 
follows) experiences deep sorrow and loss. 

Defined in the palace of the darkness,My eyes have adjusted now to see
A light that glitters in the shadows,A ruby seed,A ruby seed
Alive to the mystery of creation. The jewel in the hollow of the cave
A hunger blooms and I desire to taste, To taste , To taste 
A thousand seeds to feed my fire! A thousand mysteries to feel
Reveal, a vivid darkness, A bright abyss,A brilliant shadow, A ruby kiss   
A treasure was hidden and I found it,And now I will never be the same
Of all the jewels I have discovered - my name, my name, my name!    
 (Chorus sings:) Persephone Persephone Persephone
Oh, the ecstasy of being! Oh, the rapture of the flame!
My body shining, My skin awake,A crimson diamond, A coiled snake 

12: ABOVE AND BELOW (Hecate)

PLOT POINT: Hecate leads us back up to surface, highlighting the different natures of 
Persephone’s and Demeter’s current experience. It also sets up, again, the inference of “Divine 
Ritual”, rather than simply abduction and chaos. The chant begins with ‘above and below’ then 
moves to ‘above above’, dragging us from the Underworld back into Demeter’s realm. Hecate 
chants ‘bone bone dry and alone”, aligning us with Demeter’s state of deep grief. 

πάνω και κάτω  (Translation: above and below ).  Οστό,Οστό, Ξηρό και µόνο (Bone 
bone dry and alone) 

13: HOLLOW (Demeter)
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PLOT POINT: Demeter has moved from confusion to comprehension of her loss. She is deep in 
her grief. She still has no knowledge of what has happened to her daughter. 

All grief is mine and I am hollow
I’m parched with pain and cannot swallow
I dress myself in shrouds of shadow
And lay my head up on the ground

All grief is mine and I am hollow
I hold no vision of tomorrow
My child has wandered to the meadow
And now is gone gone gone gone, And now is gone
For others Joy.For other Light
For others Peace. For others day will follow night
For other golden is the flower
For others Fate on them has smiled
For others hope
But not the mother without child
But not the mother without child
Gone gone gone gone gone
All grief is mine and I am hollow
The field was ripe but now is fallow
I dress myself in shrouds of shadow
And lay my head upon the ground
Gone gone gone gone

(END OF FIRST CD/ RECORD) 

14) THRONE (Chorus) 

PLOT POINT: The chorus places us once again in the Underworld, this time acknowledging that 
Persephone has stepped into her power and become Queen of this realm. 

Here within the land of shadow,Here within the palace of bone
Here the seed within the darkness,Persephone upon her throne
Now the shadow shines in the cavern of stone
Now the Queen within the darkness,The Ruby Queen upon her throne

15: BEFORE AND AFTER LIFE (Persephone) 

PLOT POINT: Persephone embraces her role as Queen of the Underworld. She acknowledges 
the power that she now has - as the gatekeeper between Life and Death. 

 (INTRO: SPOKEN CHANT) 
See, I’ve come to the centre now
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Here I usher the souls that pass
Over the threshold go,Over the threshold go
There to become the seed,bidding the flower to grow
All life into the dark goes
Into the womb, the tomb,Into the hunger
Into the teeth falls, Into the mouth crawls 
Into the cavern called, Into the centre
Life feeds, swallows its own tail
Filling its belly full, full of its children
All life into the dark goes
Into the womb, the tomb,Into the hunger

(SINGS)
Birth am I, And Death am I, And woman am I, I am before and after Life   (x2)

Deep in the Earth,A death and a birth
A quickening flame that whispered my name
I honoured the call 
Taking the throne, I wasn’t alone
A spark of desire had kindled my fire and Freed me

Birth am I, And Death am I, And woman am I, I am before and after Life   (x2)

Something below I wanted to know
Eager to feed I swallowed the seed 
And now that I’m fed I am alive alive with all this glorious red! 

16: IN LIFE IS DEATH, IN DEATH IS LIFE (Hecate) 

PLOT POINT: Hecate leads us back to surface, to Demeter, again by reminding us that all is in 
balance. Just as Persephone has discovered the energies of Life in the Underworld, Demeter - 
the very embodiment of Life and fecundity, is suffering a form of Death through her grief. 

στη ζωή υπάρχει θάνατος, στο θάνατο υπάρχει ζωή
In Life is Death, In Death is Life

17: ELEUSIS (Demeter)

Plot point:  Demeter moves from her deep, immobilising grief (Hollow) and begins to feel 
motivated and hopeful that she will find her daughter. In the myth, this covers her journey to 
Eleusis, and her service to the King and Queen there. It also references the point in the myth 
where Baubo and the other women try to make her laugh by telling bawdy stories, and showing 
their genitals. (This later became ritualised as pert of the ancient annual Thesmaphoria festival). 
At the end of the song Demeter conveys a rather naive hope that Kore will be returned to her 
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unchanged. 

I will not cease to hope, I am her mother, and she is my light
I’ll leave no path untrod no stone uncovered ’til I find my flower bright
I try to seek the truth to find an answer
Maybe I held on far too tight?
Maybe she slipped away and chose a lover as other girls do every night?

I will not pass a door that I can open
No fence too high, no service too lowly
I wander many days and many nights, Hide my face behind my eyes

I have found tenderness, I have found kindness
 Even so, it’s just the same
The women gather round to soothe my sorrow
Try to make me smile, remind me that life is more than pain

I hold a seed of hope that I will find her once again, my precious maid
And she will gather flowers and dance the meadow
As always was, and always will be, once again

18: THE DARK EARTH OPENED. (Chorus and Hecate)

PLOT POINT: The chorus tells Demeter that her brother Hades has taken Persephone/ Kore 
and that her brother Zeus was not only complicit, but had helped to arrange the abduction by 
asking the Goddess Gaia (Earth) to create a flower to lure and trap Kore. 

HECATE :Η µαύρη γη άνοιξε.  (The Black Earth Opened)
   Το σκοτάδι και το φως. (The Darkness and the light)

                    η σκοτεινή γη άνοιξε.   (The Dark Earth Opened)

CHORUS : (the chorus splits into two distinct parts - call and response) 

Dark, Dark, the dark Earth opened         
Demeter, the dark Earth opened  

Willed by your brothers, Willed by your brothers
Dark, Dark, the dark Earth opened         
Demeter, the dark Earth opened 

The Sky and the Shadow, The Sky and the Shadow
Dark, Dark, the dark Earth opened         
Listen to us!, the dark Earth opened

Lured by a flower, Grown by the Earth
Dark, Dark, the dark Earth opened         
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Demeter, the dark Earth opened  
Seen by the Sun, Heard by the Moon

Dark, Dark, the dark Earth opened         
Demeter, the dark Earth opened  

Willed by your brothers, Willed by your brothers

19: THE CURSE (Demeter)

PLOT POINT: Demeter responds to the news that Hecate and the chorus have given her - that 
it was her brother / s who abducted Persephone. She is seething, angry, contained. She refuses 
to nurture the Earth, resulting in famine. 

Wither up the Earth with my pain, may the rain disappear,may you struggle with hunger
Wither up the Earth with my grief,every flower every leaf, may it fall to the ground
Wither up the harvest with a curse,I reverse what I gave, I can give it no longer
Tangled are the tresses of my hair
I don’t care anymore whether golden or grey

Dry,My veins filled with sand,my heart is a desert - 
Empty, Naked,
Frozen - my feet as they’re searching are scorching the land

Suffer as a suffer may you feel all the pain that I feel,Like a sea without water
Deceived, denied,Your greed, your lies - splintered
Return me my daughter! Return me my daughter.

Curse you curse you curse you my brothers
The sky and the shadow, betrayed
Curse you curse you curse you my brothers
Your temples untended and barren the land
Winter, my hands become knives,my eyes become crystals
Brittle and broken
Dry,unable to cry.The last of my tears fell long from my eyes

20: TEMPLE (Demeter and Chorus)

PLOT POINT:  The Chorus sooth and empathise with Demeter, suggesting that a temple is 
made (Eleusis) to honour her suffering. 

DEMETER: Oh where can a woman go with all this sorrow? 
CHORUS: From your grief a temple build. From your grief a temple build

21: SIX FOR THE DARKNESS, SIX FOR THE LIGHT (Hecate) 
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PLOT POINT:  Hecate sets up the cyclic nature of the descent / return. The chorus echoes 
these words in English at the start of track 24, The Ascent.

έξι για το σκοτάδι, έξι για το φως

22: ALL AS IT MUST BE (Demeter) 

PLOT POINT: Demeter finally accepts her fate, and that of the Earth. She acknowledges that 
Persephone will return to her in time. Her grief and pain are channelled into a ritual of death and 
rebirth and she returns to her throne, as Goddess of the Grain. 

I’m told she will return
Deep from below she’ll journey back to me
And I am forced to learn - All that is and all as it must be
And though my heart will yearn
Winter will come and steal my joy from me
And I am forced to learn - All that is and all as it must be
From everything I’ve lost there’s everything to gain
Bear witness to the cost and honour my pain
And so the seasons turn
Soon is the Spring that calls her back to me
And I have come to learn - All that is and all as it must be
The Summer sun will burn
High in the sky for all the world to see
And I am forced to learn - All that is and all as it must be
And so returns the corn,And so returns the grain
A ritual is born to honour my pain

23: RETURN (Hecate and Chorus) 

PLOT POINT: Hecate repeats a version of her first chant, signaling the continued turn of the 
seasonal wheel. In doing so she is stating that it is time for Persephone to return to surface. 

ο τροχός θα γυρίζει (The Wheel Will Turn)

24: THE ASCENT (Persephone and Chorus) 

PLOT POINT: Persephone prepares for her return, and the completion of the cycle. She resists 
the call back to surface, even though she recognizes its necessity. Like Demeter, she must 
move into a place of acceptance. 

CHORUS: 6 for the darkness and 6 for the light, 6 for the darkness and 6 for the light
                
PERSEPHONE:  And so this Winter that others see as sorrow
                            Will soon be over and I will mourn the shadow
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And lose the darkness that held me soft within its arms
And leave my lover

Under the surface I am as radiant as light
There is a beauty that’s hidden deep within the night
And I have found it, but I am called away
And don’t want to leave it, I don’t want to leave it

Once I was maiden, and I will maiden be again
And though the Springtime will see me dancing with the flowers
And when I’m dancing no other care will weigh my heart
I am resisting

Oh blessed darkness,Oh blessed sanctuary of bone
Where I have hidden,Where I have come to be alone
Oh blessed darkness I am at one with you
And now I must leave you, And now I must leave you
6 for the darkness and 6 for the light
6 for the darkness and 6 for the light


